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Businesses, States, Cities Lead the Way on Climate Action in the United States 

 
Washington, DC – BCSE President Lisa Jacobson issued the following statement on the progress of clean energy and 
climate action in the United States today: 

 
“A surge of climate action is taking place in the United States, lead by American leaders in cities, states, the private 
sector, universities and other parts of society.  This action is taking place across these diverse cross-sections of 
America because there are economic, environmental and public health benefits.  
 
“We are decoupling economic growth from emissions reductions.  Costs are falling in a broad range of clean energy 
technologies that have made significant emissions reductions possible – and we are not seeing corresponding 
increases in costs for American businesses and households. 
 
“We believe these trends will continue because of the wide-spread benefits of climate action and preparedness to 
the U.S. economy.  Investments and deployment of clean energy are already well underway in the United States – 
with an increasingly diverse set of solutions from the energy efficiency, natural gas and renewable energy sectors 
emerging as the growth sectors of the U.S. energy landscape. “ 
 

The latest edition of Sustainable Energy in America Factbook chronicles the latest in this clean energy transformation as 
of 2017, including:  

 

• 93% of new power capacity built in the U.S. over the past 25 years has come from natural gas and renewable 

energy, including hydropower.  

• Natural gas and renewable energy accounted for 50% of all electricity generation in 2017, up from 31% in 2008. 

• The energy productivity of the U.S. economy grew 2.5% in 2017 as economic growth continued its long-term 
trend of decoupling from energy use.  Energy productivity has increased 17.3% since 2008. 

• The U.S. power sector is driving the economy’s de-carbonization as its emissions fell 4.2% in 2017. Power sector 
emissions now sit 28% below their 2005 peak.  

• American consumers devoted less than 4% of their total annual household spending on energy in 2017. 
 
 

### 
 

The Business Council for Sustainable Energy (BCSE) is a coalition of companies and trade associations from the energy efficiency, natural gas and 
renewable energy sectors.  Established in 1992, the Council advocates for policies that expand the use of commercially-available clean energy 
technologies, products and services.  For more information on the Council, please visit: www.bcse.org and download Sustainable Energy in  
America Factbook 2018 edition for the latest industry information. 
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